
Psalm and Readings Tuesday 23rd December 2025 
 

 

Psalm 128  
 

Happy is everyone who fears the Lord, 
    who walks in his ways. 
You shall eat the fruit of the labour of your hands; 
   you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you. 
 

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 
    within your house; 
your children will be like olive shoots 
    around your table. 
Thus shall the man be blessed who fears the Lord. 
 

The Lord bless you from Zion. 
    May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem 
    all the days of your life. 
May you see your children’s children. 
    Peace be upon Israel! 
 
 

Malachi 2:1-16 
 

And now, O priests, this command is for you. If 
you will not listen, if you will not lay it to heart to 
give glory to my name, says the Lord of hosts, 
then I will send the curse on you and I will curse 
your blessings; indeed I have already cursed 
them, because you do not lay it to heart. I will 
rebuke your offspring, and spread dung on your 
faces, the dung of your offerings, and I will put 
you out of my presence. 
 

Know, then, that I have sent this command to 
you, so that my covenant with Levi may hold, says 
the Lord of hosts. My covenant with him was a 
covenant of life and well-being, which I gave him; 
this called for reverence, and he revered me and 
stood in awe of my name. True instruction was in 
his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips. 
He walked with me in integrity and uprightness, 
and he turned many from iniquity. For the lips of 
a priest should guard knowledge, and people 
should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is 
the messenger of the Lord of hosts. But you have 
turned aside from the way; you have caused 
many to stumble by your instruction; you have 
corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the Lord of 
hosts, and so I make you despised and abased 
before all the people, inasmuch as you have not 
kept my ways but have shown partiality in your 
instruction. 
 
 

 

Have we not all one father? Has not one God 
created us? Why then are we faithless to one 
another, profaning the covenant of our 
ancestors? Judah has been faithless, and 
abomination has been committed in Israel and in 
Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the sanctuary 
of the Lord, which he loves, and has married the 
daughter of a foreign god. May the Lord cut off 
from the tents of Jacob anyone who does this—
any to witness or answer, or to bring an offering 
to the Lord of hosts. 
 
And this you do as well: You cover the Lord’s altar 
with tears, with weeping and groaning because 
he no longer regards the offering or accepts it 
with favour at your hand. You ask, ‘Why does he 
not?’ Because the Lord was a witness between 
you and the wife of your youth, to whom you 
have been faithless, though she is your 
companion and your wife by covenant. Did not 
one God make her? Both flesh and spirit are his. 
And what does the one God desire? Godly 
offspring. So look to yourselves, and do not let 
anyone be faithless to the wife of his youth. For I 
hate divorce, says the Lord, the God of Israel, and 
covering one’s garment with violence, says the 
Lord of hosts. So take heed to yourselves and do 
not be faithless. 
 
Matthew 19:13-15 
 

Then little children were being brought to him in 
order that he might lay his hands on them and 
pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who 
brought them; but Jesus said, ‘Let the little 
children come to me, and do not stop them; for it 
is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven 
belongs.’ And he laid his hands on them and went 
on his way. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

God our redeemer, 
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of your Son: 
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our 
saviour, so we may be ready to greet him 
when he comes again as our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 


